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FAQ during this time 
We realize this is a difficult time for you and your family. Below are some of the frequently asked questions that may help you to be more prepared. If you have any other questions please feel free to call our office at 727-796-2552. 

When will my pet pass away? 

No one can answer that accurately so you have to be prepared for a sudden worsening of symptoms at any time. A pet will generally not die suddenly, like people do, with a stroke or heart attack. 

What should I be looking for? 

Lack of appetite, especially going on for several days, this is very telling of a near death consequence as well as little or no urination; a putrid smell from the mouth or breath; tacky or dry mucous membranes, a pale or coldness of the gums as well as to the feet or nose; low body temperature (<98 degrees rectally) and difficulty or labored breathing. 

How will I know if she/he is in pain? 

Pain is often seen as shivering. You may hear your pet cry, but most pets do NOT cry out. This is quite rare as a symptom unless severe arthritis or back pain is involved. Increased respiratory or panting may indicate pain as well as a slight increase in rectal body temperature (103 – 104 degrees). 
What can I give him/her for pain? 

We often prescribe a prescription NSAID such as Meloxicam or Carprofen. Additionally, we may use a muscle relaxant or analgesic such as Tramadol. Steroids can also be helpful in some cases. Please do NOT give your pet any over the counter medications without checking with our office first as some can be harmful. 

What can I give him/her to sleep or calm down? 
We prescribe Trazodone or other sedatives. You may also get Hemp oil over the counter and can be helpful. 

How can I get him/her to eat more? 

We have several appetite stimulants we can prescribe. You may try human foods such as chicken and rice, rotisserie chicken, and sliced deli meat. We have some highly palatable canned foods that give high energy and may be syringe fed.
What do I do if he/she needs to be euthanized or passes away and our office is closed? 

All of the afterhours Emergency Clinics are available and can assist you with either euthanasia or cremation. 

Should I euthanize my pet or let him/her pass on their own? 

We believe that we are in the business of prolonging your pet’s life not prolonging his/her death. Euthanasia simply eliminates your pet’s final days of suffering and should be embraced as a final gift of love to your pet. 

What to do if I want to put my pet to sleep at your office? 

Simply call the office and we will be as accommodating as possible for your needs. The front desk will explain your options for burial and cremation and the costs of the procedures. 

What determines the costs? 

Costs are dictated by whether or not your pet is small or large and whether you choose a private or communal cremation. Additionally you may request a clay paw print or specialty urns. 

Can I have my pet euthanized at home? 

Yes, there are veterinarians that can assist you with in home euthanasia and/or hospice care. Please call the office and the front desk can give you the information on how to contact them. 


